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COMA is pleased to present Drowning Men Are Supposed To, a solo 
presentation of new work by Justin Williams, on view 26 November, 2021 – 13 
January, 2022 in the gallery. This is the artist’s second solo show with COMA.

Using an amalgam of people, of cultures and of points in time, Justin Williams 
KDV� GHYHORSHG� D� ODQJXDJH� HPEHGGHG� LQ� DFWV� RI� ɈJXUDWLYH� SDLQWLQJ� WKDW� SRVLWLRQV�
ɈJXUHV�� ERWK� UHDO� DQG� LPDJLQHG�� LQ� KLVWRULFDO� RU� FXOWXUDO� PRPHQWV� WKDW� IHHO� VR�
akin to one another the differences and abnormalities attempt to dissipate. 

7KLV� LV� VWRU\WHOOLQJ� DW� LWV� ɈQHVW�� DW� LWV� ORRVHVW� DQG� PRVW� PDOOHDEOH�� 7KH� FKDUDFWHUV�
that populate the canvas cause the viewer to naturally make assumptions about 
the time-period, the location, the occupations, and the lives of the inhabitants. 
By inserting nods to familial and personal histories as well as transplanting 
ɈJXUHV� IURP� D� UDQJH� RI� VRXUFH� PDWHULDO� WKH� DFFXUDF\� RI� WKHVH� DVVXPSWLRQV� VNHZV�

These intimate vignettes create an initial sense of welcome but in doing so often 
LGHQWLI\� WKDW� HLWKHU� D� NH\� ɈJXUH� LV�PLVVLQJ� RU� WKDW� WKHUH� LV� URRP� IRU� RQH�PRUH�� ,W� LV�
at this point that Williams asks the viewer to share in a sense of anxiety through 
FRQQHFWLRQ�� 7KH� V\QWKHVLV� RI� FXOWXUDO� LGHQWLɈHUV� DOORZV� RQH� WR� H[SHULHQFH� D� IRUFHG�
nostalgia - something Williams has been working with since beginning to sand the face 
of his canvases - a role to play in a personal history one was never truly a part of.

Physically the paintings work to make this atmosphere clear. Riders on horses 
seem immobile and completely still whilst the bodies of the animals stretch and 
elongate as if aching to move. Like a merry-go-round the artist is able to set 
RSSRVLQJ�ɈJXUHV�RU�SDLQWHG�FRPSRQHQWV� LQ�D�VWDWH�RI�VWDVLV��DOPRVW� OLNH�D�FROODJH�RI�
sorts, gradually moving together as if dependant on the existence of one another.

Looking at these artworks one can feel that they are privy to communities only ever 
meant to be passed through, groupings of people that may never have met, drawn 
from recent histories we have lived, we have read about, or we have been told.





Justin Williams in his studio, Marrickville, Sydney, 2021
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Justin Williams (b. 1984, based in Sydney, Australia) produces contemporary 
ɈJXUDWLYH�DQG�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�DUWZRUNV�WKDW�IRFXV�RQ�FRPPXQLW\��PLJUDWLRQ�
and modes of living. Rendered in murky oil paints and thin washes of colour, 
:LOOLDPVǐV�ɈJXUHV�DQG�ODQGVFDSHV�DSSHDU�WR�KRYHU�DERYH�WKH�FDQYDV�DV�
WKH\�JORZ�IURP�ZLWKLQ��,Q�WKHVH�DUWZRUNV��WKH�DUWLVW�DWWHPSWV�WR�GHSLFW�ERWK�
the transitions of his grandparents’ migration from Egypt to Australia, and 
also his own outsider perspective towards both notions of place and time 
as well as hidden normalities within a group or individual. Williams views 
his own bloodline as something he is inherently close to but conversely was 
not directly exposed to and thus a distant or even historical viewpoint is 
enlisted.

Williams’s recent solo exhibitions includes Village, Vigo Gallery, London, 
8.��������$Q�,QYLWDWLRQ��6DGH�*DOOHU\��/RV�$QJHOHV��������%HIRUH�ǐ����&20$��
6\GQH\��$XVWUDOLD��������$UFDQD�SDUW�,,��*DOHULH�Oǐ,QODVVDEOH��3DULV��������
Arcana, Anna Pappas Gallery, Melbourne, 2017; Figures & Vessels, Silas von 
Morisse Gallery, Brooklyn, NY, 2016; Viridian, 2014, Anna Pappas Gallery, 
0HOERXUQH��0RXQWDLQ�,�0LVV�<RX��������0LOG�0DQQHU��%ULVEDQH��$�7RXFK�
of Norway, 2012, Lapis Lazuli Pop Up Factory Gallery, Melbourne, and 
numerous group exhibition in Australia, the US and Europe. He has been 
IHDWXUHG�LQ�$UWLVW�3URɈOH��$XVWUDOLDQ�&UHDWLYH�DQG�1HZ�<RUN�$UWV�0DJD]LQH�



Justin Williams
A visit to the enclave, 2021
oil on canvas
197 x 261 cm
77 9/16 x 102 3/4 inches







Justin Williams
Fast workers die young, 2021
oil on canvas
122 x 91.5 cm
48 x 36 inches







Justin Williams
It takes a steady hand to navigate open waters, 2021
oil on canvas
197.5 x 255 cm
77 3/4 x 100 3/8 inches







Justin Williams
Hello, hello (afternoon), 2021
oil on canvas
122 x 91.5 cm
48 x 36 inches







Justin Williams
,I�WKH�ZDWHU�ZDV�D�VKHOO�DQG�WKH�ODQG�ZDV�WKH�EDFN�RI�P\�KDQG��
then we can all move forward, 2021
oil on canvas
132 x 122 cm
51 15/16 x 48 inches







Justin Williams
Scorpion bites and shoes from cuba, 2021
oil on canvas
195.5 x 204 cm
76 15/16 x 80 5/16 inches
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